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Abstract (Basic): EP 40712 A 

Caffeine (I) is recovered from an aq. soln. contg. (I) extracted 
from green coffee beans together with non-caffeine green coffee solids 
(II) by treatment with neutral activated C (III); (III) contg. adsorbed 
(I) is then sepd. from the aq. soln. which then has reduced caffeine 
content. 

Aq. (I) seln. is prepd. by known methods, e.g. extrn. of green 
coffee beans with H20 (in wt. ratio 1: at least 3) in a fixed bed 
system. Treatment of the aq. soln. is with 20-30% by wt. (of green 
coffee being decaffeinated) of (III) in a static bed for 3-10 hr. at 
pref. 60-90 deg. Alternatively the aq. (I) soln. may be prepd. by 
continuous counter-current extn. of green coffee beans with H20 at 
90-120 deg. with H20: coffee wt. ratio 3-15:1. The aq. extract is then 
extd. (counter-current system) with (III) (10-20% by wt. of coffee 
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being extd. ) at 60-90 deg. 

Use of neutral activated C to adsorb (I) -prevents the known 
increase in pH of the aq. so In. (associated with a deterioration in the 
colour and flavour of coffee beans when the aq. soln. is recycled). 
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